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harmless and irresponsible ragging, all the bath-water is
eventually poured on the ground over or near the big toe
of the lad's right foot. Then red powder is rubbed on him,
very likely on his hand, and the thread, gold ring, and sandals
are given to him.
As soon as the bride's friends leave, the boy proceeds to
get ready for another procession and bathes, probably using
the bride's soap. He puts on the muslin loin-cloth the bride
has sent him and wraps a rich gold scarf ^bout his shoulders,
adding some gold ornaments and a gold ring, whilst garlands
are hung round his neck, wrists, and elbows.
It is after his bath that the bridegroom begins actually
to represent &va, and, as we have seen, the bride represents
Tarvati, so that not only do the wedding guests have all the
fun and frolic of a really first-class entertainment, but (oh,
lucky folk!) at the same time that they are being thoroughly
amused, they also acquire religious merit by venerating the
gods and taking part in their wedding. As the god is being
represented in his ascetic character, the bridegroom cannot
wear a coat, so he confines himself to the loin-cloth, the
scarf over the shoulders, and the sandals. On his head the
boy wears a cardboard crown covered with gold and silver
paper, on which the river Ganges is represented, as well as
the half moon which the god obtained from the ocean when
it was churned. The poison that Siva drank Is symbolized
by a tight necklace round the bridegroom's throat placed
half-way down his neck, to show that the poison did not go
the whole way. The garlands he wears represent snakes.
The bride as Parvat! wears her hair loose and the white
muslin shawl, but no gold ornaments, only the ivory bangles
her uncle has brought hen
In the case of other Brahmans, such as the Audlia and
Sarasvata, for example, though the Nagara cUsStom is much
approved, their brides and bridegrooms do not represent &va
and ParvatI, and so the girl wears a white sari, white bodice,
green silk skirt, and silver rings on her toes, but no gold